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STATEMENT OF OBJECTIVE a 
This submission is made to the Government of cae aes 
with a view to asserting that the Inuit and native s settier 
people of northern Labrador have aboriginal and customary 
Loca rights in and: to ail thac.tand and sea-ice which is 
more particularly deseribed in the map; annexed to this 


Statement of Claim (Appendix ope 


Theo Labrador Inuit aces or behalf ef the Inuit 
ang settler people of northern Latbwador, submits this 
Statement of Claim and ¢alis on the Government of Canada. 


te recognize and Accept iLts. res ponsibili sles and oblizt~ 


ations towards our.people and be ce to. enter into: veg 


etlations at the proper: time for.a settlement of thei: 


Lehts 


“AS 


claims based. on aboriginal -and customary tiegal. ri 


This statement sets out the elaim:..ot the native 
people of northern Labrador in general terms All alleg- 
ations of fact are ables te be verified by reference to 
the several supporting studies commissioned by the Assoc 
tation*as part of the Land Use and Occupancy Study con 


ducted between September 1975 and. December 1976 


Labrador Inuit Association Mihouiies Les Intention 
and willingness CO OnbEr Ano ebeoei ations at. the proper 
‘time with the appropriate authorities, including the: Gove 
ernment of Canada, for a settlement of their claims to 
the territory based on elear-eultural, historical, social 


and legal rights, 
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"If any hunter saw any kind of animal any~ 
where, they were to get them for food. 
There was nor-one te step any hunter from 
HUnEInE any animes an those days... .AlLz 
218: that were “seen. by hunters had to 
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ed for food if the hunters wanted to. 


wadays people need licences to hunt an- 
imals otherwise they are restrained from 


i 
hunting. What are those people thinking of 
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MKAnimals.were created tobe: hunted for’ fooa 
by us tnuit people. They were our only means 


pi Dione hepegee ae se ren Spe a eee eee ee Sh pees 
Gro2A Vine, OUP ORLY Pood: in those days, 


mUWe ate only a little Kabilunale: food. = Our. par~ 
ents couldn't eat all day; the ondy time they 
had something tO eat, was im the evening. We 
children, if there was any Kablunak food -avail- 
ade “inthe: store. would have: @: littie stores 
bought food Le phere was: no food given to us, 
we Gidn't: ee0 , even if there were other kinds 
Se food to bernad. “Oniy ar. store-bourht:. food, 
anything like biscuits, were given to us did 


we eat <" 


Martin. Martin 
Okak (early 1900's) 
Nain (¢.1916+-1976) 
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a "pative settler” meaus a white man who setticd in Labrador 
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This -statement of elaim is submitted te the -Gove on 
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Sl Ooaneds by the Labradecr Inuit Agscetatian. 


onstituency 


Se ea Bei 


LvbvAa, en, ariiliate of. init’ Papinisat of Canada 


ncorporated dn Newfoundland: in March 1975. 
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Among the Association’s objects are to promote and 


“pve Inuit culture and language and develop digni y 


oride in Inuit heritage among Inuit people. of 
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Fishing and abor 


peprege!) and to enter into any Baprangements with. 


sjyernmental or muni@ipeal- authority that seem con-- 


authors Oy any Frients: spivile @S Or eoncessions 
oe a S23) x a) 


the Association may think desirable to obtain. 


The Association speaks on behalf of approximately 


he communities of Nain (1,000), Hopedale (456), 


Wilk (350). Rigolet t2/0), seestyi tiie. (200), Happy 


einai rights of the Inuit people 


and protect the fraditional hun:- 
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Inuit and rative settler people scattered through 


erp at BEG} and North West River in Northern Labrador. 


Under the Articles of- Assoc lation a person. qualif- 


8 a.full member ofthe Wengetehion 1Pone Oro she 


child: of. two dnuit parents, Cis over the age .of 1% 


and. a permanent resident of Labrador, heving 


there for at least five years. prior to applying 
1. 


mombership;, Or. isia: native settler’ or a. ¢hilid 


pr hor. LO 1940, and who hag remained there. since; and his 


children. 
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OF 4 netive settler married to avyperson: of Tnutt:orizin 
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Over the age of e@lehteen., and a permanent Presiden: oF 
Labraqdeor, having lived there for atleast five years 


prior te appiving to hecome ‘a member. 
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Bete Beg neat on behalf of bot h the Ta ae vei 


ive settlers of Northern Labrador. We would like tc ex~ 


ut ourselves, about - who we are and where 
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We COme:-T rom. Vor 1b. Gan Be -sald- with truth that there 
are two distinctive ¢rcups cof pepple and cuitures.on. the 


Coan’ or Labrador. 


Qur- knowledge of the early occupation of Labrador 
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nee Eskimo cultures, pre-Deorset, Dorset and “nule pre- 
eecded the present Tnait populat to on and oeeupied the norin- 
Labrador.coast OPI Le contact with Europeans. ‘These 

eu, tura 1 ra ditions. nad-phelr origins, for the most part, 


1g SEPALS Pe tlon, and were 


Sab: 
dew 
Has 
i. 
ne 
— 
¢ vv 
= 
4D 
Gar 
we 
be! 
nul 
2 
> 
— 
3 
e. 
= 
} 
yee 
iis 
=a 
NV 
# 
a] 
1. 
ae 
re 


wide Ly distribuved throughout. tne Canadian Arete, 


Archaeological evidence indicates eC aese vas oreo gen Ond: 
Labrador coast: was first oesupied by the pre-Dorset Pok— 
1900 B.C. ALi of the Eskimo, ouie 
elie thet nave oecupied Pabradar genended on the hunt- 
Ane of een Land mamma ls that were seasonally ava: l= 
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able dn-coastal and interior regions. 


Barly contact between the. Inuit and Europeans Gites 
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ho + he sixteenth: and ated tens ac centuries, but 26 wes 
not unt 44 che L7FOHb0's- that the “Moravian Mission. est ab- 


Jisied permanent Stab Los at Nain Cid yy OK ak ET tO) 





and Hopedale (1782). Mission communities were later és- 


tablisned at Hebron (183]) and Makkovik (1896), while the 
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judson's Bay Company maintained a trading post at Post- 


Ville and iidgolet in the mid=nineteenth century. 
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these communities gradually became the centres for 
religious. social and/or trade activities, but a-sedent- 
ary resident population did not develop. There were 10 
aiternatives to a subsistence enonone based on hunting, 
fishingand trapping... This meant that different. sites, 
éloser to seasonal hunting grounds, were Heeupied: 2s 


ney hag -been prior to: Bumepean-eontacr . 
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Et: was not until the mia-19s0's when Ehe prospes ¢ 
oY employment, better health care, and education encour 
aged more permanent residence at several of the coastal 
communities.. The residents of the two. northern--most 
communities, Nutak and Hebron, were forced hee ee © 


in 


L956 and 1959 to Nain, Hopedale, Makkovik and Norta 
West River. The upheaval Penerated. by -chis move TB per 
gistent to-day. The orasent commnities have tiken 
shape largely as:e result of government -sponsored hous~ 


ing programs initiated: in the.1960's. 


The ancestors of “the hative settler. people arrivad 


‘On the coast in the eariy and mid-1800's.: They. came 
primariiy trom the British Teles swith « few from.the 
isiand.of Newfoundland and elsewhere. 


\ 


They were drawn here. for many PEASONS , and: found 


jobs with the Hudson's Bay Company.or other independent 
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trading outfits, or cet. themselves/as trappers. For the 


tw 


most part, these men and women settled in‘ the wooded 
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bays found in the regian between Makkovik and Hopedal: 


with several other families settling in the rather more 


tsQlated bays ranging north to the treeline a¢ apart ok 


These people settled alongside the Tue oo marry ih 


inuit and adopting 4 subsistence economy; one which 
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combined many Inuit techniques of harvesting the renew- 


able resources but was also inspired by more European 


principles of restricting the use and: access te the 


In-S0.farvas both groups are equally dependent 


tna and native setilen\..Nowevers;  tncre are subtle 


and indeed at times quite. obvious: =<“distinetions. between: 
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livelinoods on he resources of the Land and sea, 


ren 


the two groups (much dike that.between the Indian ani 


Metis in other parts of Canada) and the people them 
aré aware.of their own res pective roent ities. “PRIS 
ae. further discuasel tan the otcupancy section of. the 


se and: Occupancy. study. 
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On August.0; 19735, the Government of Cenada anncun 


eeq that at was. ready. to nmegotd rate with the autnorizged 


pepresentatives. of the native people as orn the basis that 


where. thetr traditional interests im and, vari ously 


knowns as “CaborLeins | tah 


Ler Ment ovael citle” ers "inpit 
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EADS OC oOuLd “he entapitahed, an agreed form of to0mpensa-— 


tion, or benefits would be provided-to the native peoples 
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i Pewuen for thet tinterast: 
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rhe Labrador Inuit Association welcomes ths policy 


= , Se ee fr hg ~ al * Pee, ere ie ae pata etre s 
MICA VEe, subject to various PeservalL ons. 


One tne: Pace “of phat Spatement 16 seemed restrictud 
£O claims located in British Co olumbia, Northern Quebec 


the Yukon Territory and the Northwest Territories. By 


implication, Labrador was excluded from-its reach. 


rurtihermore:, it was @)s0 said that claims in the 
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AG LANGES peovinces wore of a different character from 


Snose contemplated by. Ehat statement. 
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‘to describe the position 
appear from the body of this document the. claims of the 
Yavive people are baged-jon. the same premises and flow from 


sation as in, for example, the: Northwest 
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Portunately, nowevyer.. this: erroncous: view .at- the char= 


ecver of the claims in morthern Latrader did not take: firm 
* : ayy & 


root, and.L.l A, Ras Since been. assured: bythe former, Mine 


jater of Indian Affairs and Northern Development that it 


was not intended to prevent the “bubmission of & claim based 


te 


en ea00orteinal title.py- the navive:. people of Labrador, 


On. Septenber. 15. 79755 cb. fk. entered Tnto a -contragt 


With Che: Minister of indian Attaics arid Northern Development 
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under which Canada. funded research into the basis ofa land 


elaim, and the Associdtion agreed to submit. a statement of 


"elaim to DIAND and. to provide : sufficient documentation. to 
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disclese the basis, uature and background of the eclain, 
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THE BASIS OF CLAIM 
LolwA. Submits As the basis -for-its claim the-apo-~ 


earch commissioned by the Association as part of its 


tie Assoeletion approached: résearch. inte tend elzims 
from two different perspectives. Thus there are two lasie 
components: data: gathering and anformation;--and-a- legal 


Clay 


opivieon santerpreting that date in lipht of the current 1aw. 


the Land Use and Occupancy: Study 


Me: Filrst and most important wes “the Land Use. ard 


Scoupaney Study. . This: research: was desiened te. document 
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areas of tand and sea used im the -past.dnd present by con- 
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temporary inhabitants ofthe northern ¢eoast of. Labrador 
and. to demonstrate the depth and. richness of the way of 


Pife- and world-view «ar the people. 


The collection of the informe.tion wes done “primarily 
~throuvh house-to-houss interviews between September 19795 

and September: 1976... Hunters rapeteaied to outlire on maps 
the areas in which they had hunted, trapped and ished with- 


in varinus giver time periods selected for each community . 
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